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Maidu Neighborhood Santa Visit, Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Santa will make a special visit this year to our neighborhood on Tuesday evening, December 15, at approximately 6 pm at Willard Dietrich Park.  He will be riding on one of the City’s fire trucks directly to see us at the corner of N. Cirby and Stoney Point.  The neighborhood association plans to serve hot cider and hot chocolate and cookies.  There will be some Christmas music and we’ll sing Christmas carols if there is sufficient interest.  

The only thing that could interfere with our Santa visit would be the Fire Department being called out on an emergency, or rain which will cancel the event.

Join us on December 15 at about 6 pm for the Santa visit and some neighborhood socializing.  It’s always a fun evening for the children and adults alike.

Food Drive for Salvation Army Roseville Corps

The neighborhood association will be collecting non-perishable canned food and packaged food for the Salvation Army Roseville Corps this year at the December 15 Santa visit at Willard Dietrich Park (see article above).  The economy being what it is, there are many local families and individuals who could use some help and all the food banks are in need.  

If you’d like to help someone less fortunate, please bring one or more non-perishable food items to donate when you bring your family to the Santa visit.  The neighborhood association will deliver the donated food to the local Salvation Army.  

City Charter Up for Review
by Scott Reid

Are you perfectly happy with the way the City of Roseville is governed and think there is no room for improvement?  Then this article is not for you.  But if you think there is room for improvement, read on.

The City of Roseville is a “charter” city.  What does this mean?  It means the government plan is laid out in a document called its charter.  Much as the U.S. Constitution is the plan of government for our country, the charter lays out the way the City is to be governed.

At our Maidu Neighborhood Association meeting held on November 17, Jack Wallace, a Roseville resident who twice ran for City Council, spoke on the topic of the City Charter.  It must come up for review once every 10 years, and it is under review now.

Jack recently wrote how the review works.  “Every 10 years the City Council appoints a Charter Review Commission to review the Charter and recommend to the Council any changes they think should be made.  If the Council agrees, the amendments will be placed on the next ballot (November 2, 2010, in this case) asking the voters to approve the changes.”

He noted that as Roseville residents “we do have the opportunity to submit suggestions to this Commission and to the City Council and ask them to allow us to vote on our recommendations.  All residents are urged to examine the Charter, and make suggestions to the Commission and the City Council through the City Clerk's office.”

“You can read it online on the city website: click A-Z index, then Charter. If you do not use the Internet, copies may be obtained from the City Clerk’s office.”  

The web site address for the Charter is http://bpc.iserver.net/codes/rosevill/_DATA/Title_CH/01/010.html.

How long do we have to make recommendations?  Jack reports that the Charter Commission’s report will be finalized at their meeting on February 9, 2010, a bit less than 2 months from the time you receive this newsletter.

Here is a partial list of improvement ideas that have already been submitted to the Charter Commission per Jack.  He noted you can contact the Commission in support of these ideas if you like them:

·
Should we have a 7-member Council, versus 5-member Council?

·
Should Council members be elected by district, versus citywide?

·
Should the Charter set campaign finance limits for Council candidates?  If so, what should the limits be?

·
Should Council members’ pay be increased from the current $600 per month?

·
When the Mayor's seat is vacated mid-term, should the senior Council member become mayor?

As you may see, the possibilities are many.  You have an opportunity to speak up and be heard now when it can have the greatest potential impact.

Coats for Kids

Melinda Shrader

Ashley Shrader, on behalf of Rocklin Hype Girl's Fastpitch Softball, is collecting new and gently-used coats for kids through December 10.  

If you have any coats you are interested in donating, please send an e-mail message to:  

melinda.shrader@cbnorcal.com.  Please provide your contact information in the e-mail and put “Coats for Kids” in the subject line.  Ashley will get back to you on making arrangements to pick up the coats.  

Make the Holidays Safe-Days
by Dave Steele

The winter holidays are a time for celebration and that means more cooking, home decorating, entertaining, and an increased risk of fire and accidents.  Here are some safety tips to make your holiday safe.

Holiday Lighting
Use caution with holiday decorations and, whenever possible, choose decorations made with flame-resistant, flame-retardant, and/or non-combustible materials.

Keep candles away from decorations and other combustible materials, and do not use candles to decorate Christmas trees.

Do not overload extension cords.

Before using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they have been certified for outdoor use.

Make sure all the bulbs work and that there are no frayed wires, broken sockets, or loose connections.

Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house.  The lights could short out and start a fire.

Decorations

In homes with small children, take special care to avoid decorations that are sharp and breakable and keep trimmings with small removable parts out of the reach of children.

Trees

When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label “fire-resistant.”  When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness.  A fresh tree is green, needles are hard to pull from branches, and when bent between your fingers, needles do not break.

When setting up a tree at home, place it away from fireplaces, radiators, and portable heaters.

Be sure to keep the stand filled with water because heated rooms can dry live trees out rapidly.  Make sure the base is steady so the tree won’t tip over easily.

