September 2011 Maidu Newsletter

Special Guest Speaker in September
by David Allen

Please join us at the September Maidu Neighborhood Association meeting for a presentation on Roseville's water conservation programs by Jen Sbaffi of the Environmental Utilities Department.  Ms. Sbaffi will discuss the importance of conserving water, programs to help you minimize your water use, and what the City is doing to reduce its own water use.  You'll cut your utility bill while keeping your landscape healthy.  I hope to see you on September 27, at 7 pm, at our regular monthly meeting.  See below for location.

Board Elections - 2011
by Geoff Kragen

The annual board elections will be held at the September special meeting.  But before addressing this, the board would like to thank two members who are stepping down.  It seems that sometimes the necessities of life interfere with our desire to be involved with extracurricular opportunities.  This has become the situation for two members, Bonnie Blanco and Mark Hernandez.

Bonnie brought energy to whatever project she took on for this community.  Mark challenged us to explore new areas of opportunities for service within the community.  Both will be sorely missed.

Now as to the coming election.  The following slate of candidates was approved at the August meeting:  David Allen, Shirley Brown, Geoff Kragen, and Jim Kidd.  All positions are for two-year terms.

While the slate is closed, there is still an opportunity to serve on the Board because of the two new vacancies.  If you would be interested in volunteering for the Board either attend the September meeting or send us your contact information at feedback@maiduna.com.  We hold one meeting per month with the exception of December.  There is no December meeting.  

Maidu Museum

by Scott Reid

Mark Murphy, Supervisor from the City’s Parks and Recreation Department, came to our August meeting to tell us about the current status of the Maidu Indian Museum located at 1970 Johnson Ranch Drive.  Here are some of the main points he made:

· Over 300 grinding rocks have been found in the park.  They were used as “bedrock mortars” for grinding food.  With so many of them here, it is speculated that this site could be the largest Indian settlement in northern California.

· The site is equally well known for its petroglyphs, or rock-carved symbols.  The Maidu tribes who advise the Museum say not to try to preserve them.  They believe their eventual disappearance is the right, natural order of things.

· You can best see the petroglyphs through one of the Museum’s occasional evening tours.  The docents hold a flashlight at an angle to the rock so the petroglyphs are brought out in relief.

· Speaking of docents, there are now over 50 people who make up the corps of volunteers from which the Museum can draw to conduct tours and help with other activities.  Contact the Museum’s docent coordinator, Heidi Frantz, at 774-5934, or e-mail hfrantz@roseville.ca.us/museum to find out about becoming a volunteer.

· Check out the Museum on Facebook.  Recently they posted a “secret phrase” that you could use to get into the Museum for free for one of their events.

· Six Boy Scouts have used their Eagle award project to donate time to the Maidu Historical area.

· The Museum depicts the Nisenan/Southern Maidu way of life.  Current tribal elders meet monthly with Museum staff to advise on various aspects of Museum exhibits and activities.

· You can rent a portion of the Museum’s facilities for parties, weddings and other private activities.  Type “maidumuseum.org” in your browser to get to the City’s web pages for the museum and look for “rentals” on the left side of any page.

· The Museum is visited by an average of 3,000 students per month during the school year.

If you haven’t had a chance to see the new Museum yet, drop in for free at 6:30 pm on Saturday, October 15.  There will be a drop-in event featuring local artists.  For information, call (916) 774-5934.

Library Information

Homework help is offered free for grades 1 through 8 at all three Roseville Libraries.  This service is available Monday through Wednesday, from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Downtown, Maidu, and Riley Libraries during the school year.  Interested in becoming a volunteer?  Need more information?  Call (916) 774-5221.

Interested in joining a book club?  Visit www.roseville.ca.us/library for more information.

Our New Facebook Page

by Geoff Kragen

The Maidu Neighborhood Association has a new Facebook page.  This will be one more place where we can provide information about events, Watchmail information, and develop more contacts within our Maidu neighborhood.

And to inaugurate our new page we have put up an album of pictures and a few videos of the National Night Out event.  So check us out and see if you can see yourself, or see what you missed.  Oh, and don't forget to “like” us because we really want to be liked.  Let your friends and neighbors know to search us out on Facebook at “Maidu Neighborhood Association.”

Friends of the Roseville Public Library

Semi-Annual Book Sale

The Friends of the Roseville Public Library are accepting used books September 1-30 in anticipation of their October 8 and 9 Used Book Sale.  Donation bins are stationed at the Downtown, Maidu, and Riley Libraries through September 30.  The Friends accept hardback, paperback, media, adult, and children’s books.  No magazines, computer manuals, or text books please.  For additional information, please call 783-3892 or e-mail friends@rosevillefriendsofthelibrary.org.  The Friends are a community based, non-profit organization which provides programs and materials for the three Roseville Libraries and donations may be tax-exempt for individuals.  Last year over $30,000 was donated from the Friends’ efforts.

The semi-annual sale will be held at the Martha Riley Community Library, 1501 Pleasant Grove Boulevard from 10 am to 5 pm on Saturday, October 8.  On Sunday, October 9, from 10 am to 3 pm, all materials will be half-priced.  The Friends plan on a “clear-the-tables” volume purchase sale from 3 pm to 4 pm.  Any reasonable offer will be accepted for all of the remaining materials.

Over 13,000 sorted books and media will be available for the sale.  Sale items include hardback and paperback fiction and non-fiction.  A large selection of children’s books is available.  Children only shop the first hour of the sale at the Kid’s Korner.  Prices are reasonable.

Bikefest

Bring your bicycle and helmet to this free family bike safety event on Saturday, September 24 from 9 am to noon.  Bikefest will be held at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School at 750 Central Park Drive, Roseville.  Enjoy bike obstracle courses and riding demonstrations, receive a free bicycle safety check from local bike shops, and have your helmet fitted.  All kids receive prizes and have a chance to win a bike!

For more information about Bikefest, call 774-5365, or visit www.roseville.ca.us/bikefest.

Neighbor Ad:  Kidd’s Pet Sitting - 871-3574 - kiddspetsitting.com.  Call for free consultation.  20% off your first booking.  We do not use helpers or independent contractors.  We are retired; this is our only job.  Let your pet stay in the friendly surroundings of your home.
